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Acinetobacter
baumannii is .....

* Acinetobacter baumannii is a
small, rod-shaped, opportunistic
bacteria. This pathogen
generally affects people with
compromised immune systems,
especially those in hospital
settings like intensive care units.
This bacteria, like many other

species, has become increasingly
‘ resistant to all forms of

antibiotics
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CLEAN HANDS'SAVE LUVES

Staphylocogllis

InPluenza

Pseudomonas

Aloohol-rub or wash
before and after EVERY contad.
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Organisms prsant on patient skinorthe immediate & nvionme nt
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A becridden patient colonized with Gram positive cood, inparticuar atrasal, penneal, and hguinal areas (not shown), as waell as axilke and

Lpper exremites. Some ervironmental surfaces doss © the patient ane cortaminated wit Gram-positive cocdd, presumably shed by the patent.

Feprinted fom RAttet, 2006% with permission fom Bseder.
The number of organisms such as S. aureus, Proteus mirabilis, Klebsiella spp.
And Acinetobacter spp. present on intact areas of the skin of some patients can

vary from 100 to 106 CFU/cm?-86.88.92,98
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Gontact betwesn t2 HOW and the patent resul s in cmoss -traremission of microorcganisms. b is case, Gram positive coccd fom the patient’s
own flora trarsfer to HOW's hancts . Fepnted fom Attet, 20068°% with pemission from Elseier,

« Casewell & Phillipst?t demonstrated that nurses could contaminate their hands with 100—
1000 CFU of Klebsiella spp. during “clean” activities such as lifting patients; taking the
patient’s pulse, blood pressure or oral temperature; or touching the patient’s hand,
shoulder or groin.

« Similarly, Ehrenkranz and colleagues® cultured the hands of nurses who touched the groin
of patients heavily colonized with P. mirabilis and found 10-600 CFU/ml in glove juice
samples.



Figure L.7.3
Organism survival on HCWs' hands*
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®Pittet and colleagues’? studied contamination of HCWSs’ hands before and after
direct patient contact, wound care, intravascular catheter care, respiratory tract
care or handling patient secretions.

®Using agar fingertip impression plates, they found that the number of bacteria

recovered from fingertips ranged from 0 to 300 CFU.
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